
HAT HiLites 
Greater Los Angeles Area Council June 2026 Scouting America 

 

! Have you heard about LA’s newest Scouting Aquatics program? Scouts will have a chance to gain experience in 
many forms of paddlecraft and swim strokes earning merit badges and awards, including the prestigious National 
Outdoors award! Most events will be meeting on the fourth Sunday of each month, either at Camp Trask or Santa 
Fe dam. See the attached flyer. Check out GLAAC’s calendar to sign up! 

! The USDA-Forest Service, Angeles National Forest, and the GLAAC-HAT invite you to attend the next of the on-
going series of Trail Boss Training sessions on June 6th. The purpose of this program is to train and qualify adult 
volunteers to organize and supervise conservation projects by sponsored groups, such as a Scout Unit. Contact 
David Ledford (see below) for details. 

! Admission to National Parks will be free on the following days: 
  June 14 - Flag Day 
  July 3-5 - Independence Day Weekend 
  August 25 - 110th Birthday of the National Park Service 
! Desert Camping and Travel training will be held on Saturday, September 19th. The objectives of this training are to 

acquaint the adult Scouter with an understanding of the special qualities of the desert environment and to 
emphasize those backpacking skills that are essential to having a safe and enjoyable experience. See the attached 
flyer for details. Register online at http://glaac-hat.org/register/ or call 213-413-4400 and ask for Hannibol Sullivan. 

! If you are out hiking in the Angeles National Forest and come across a tree blocking the trail please make a note of 
the location and rough size of the tree. Then report it to David Ledford at 310-373-2111 or email 
gdledford@verizon.net. 

! Check your local library for free vehicle day-use passes to over 200 participating California state parks. Passes are 
checked out just like books. See https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30806. 

! The time is ripe for Eagle projects or service projects in the local National Forests. Contact David Ledford (see 
below) for more information. 

HAT Website: <https://glaac-hat.org>    Awards store: <https://glaac-hat.org/store> 

 
3-Month Calendar 
Jun 6 National Trails Day/Trail Boss 
Sep 1 HAT Meeting * 
Sep 5 Trail Boss (Advanced) 
Sep 19 Desert Camping and Travel Training Seminar See attached flyer 
* HAT meetings are open to all registered adults. We meet the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Cushman Watt Scout Center, 

2333 Scout Way, Los Angeles. We will be meeting virtually too. Contact Steve Dodson for details. 
** Weekend field experience to be scheduled at the seminar. 

 
HAT Contacts 
Chair Steve Dodson 818-967-1323 sedodson1@roadrunner.com 
Training Michael Schlaifer 213-247-8808 training@glaac-hat.org 
Awards Store Craig Triance 714-474-1652 craigtriance@gmail.com 
Trail Boss David Ledford 310-373-2111 gdledford@verizon.net 
The Trail Head Editor Craig Triance 714-474-1652 trailhead@glaac-hat.org 
HAT HiLites Editor Tom Thorpe  hilites@glaac-hat.org 

 
Forest Service Contacts 
Conservation Projects David Ledford 310-373-2111 gdledford@verizon.net 
LA Gateway Ranger District Little Tujunga Station 818-899-1900 

 
HAT HiLites is published monthly by the GLAAC High Adventure Team to inform Scout Leaders of specific program, service, and other High Adventure 
activities and opportunities available in the coming months. For additional information please call or email the appropriate HAT contact.
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mailto:Tarin%20Casillas%20%3Cticasillas@msn.com%3E?subject=Desert%20Camping%20and%20Travel%20Training
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