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The new issue of the Scouter newsletter is here. Inside this edition you’ll hear the latest news from council, see 
upcoming events and training, and much more.

Roundtable 
By David Granillo 

Welcome to the month of May. This month we celebrate Cinco de Mayo, Mother’s 
Day, and Memorial Day. We also hope that you had a wonderful time at Camporee 
last month, whether it was your first or one of many.


This month at Roundtable the breakout session for Cub Scouts leaders will be 
focused on cooking while Scouts BSA leaders will be focused on unit volunteer 
roles. Also, you’ll hear about about all the wonderful activities in the district and 
council.


Don’t forget to wear your leather fob and collect your bead at Roundtable this 
month. Remember, if you went to Camporee you will receive a special bead if you 
attend Roundtable. Please invite your leaders, committee members, and parents to Roundtable this month and every 
month. See everyone there!


If units have questions, please email David Granillo.

Join Us In- Person 

Wednesday, 05/13, 7 PM 
Duarte Elk’s Lodge


2436 East Huntington Drive

Duarte

Eagle Corner 
By Steve Salyards 

APRIL EAGLES 
Please join us in congratulating the SGV District’s Scouts who earned their Eagle Rank in April!


	 *Aiden earned their Eagle Rank in March but was inadvertently missed. 

SAVE THE DATE - Our next Life to Eagle Orientation is on Wednesday, May 27 at 7pm at St Dorthy's Church, 241 
South Valley Center Ave, Glendora. 


IMPORTANT CHANGE TO EAGLE REQUIREMENTS 
Please note that there was an important change to the Eagle Requirements. Effective Feb. 27, 2026, the rank of Eagle 
Scout will have 13 required merit badges instead of 14 as the Citizenship in Society Merit Badge has been 
discontinued.

Aiden Wasson, Troop 407*

Madilyn Gavernanti, Troop 408

Rashad Sheik, Troop 104

Olivia Walters, Troop 110

Brandon Liu Troop 169

mailto:davidgranillo@aol.com
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/citizenship-in-society-merit-badge-discontinuance/
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/citizenship-in-society-merit-badge-discontinuance/
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2026 SGV District Camporee 
By Brian McLaughlin 
 

Thank you!

Thanks to all the units who attended the 2026 SGVD 
Camporee. We had a great evening on Friday and the 
Camporee events seemed to have gone well on Saturday. 
Due to the wildfire on the other side of the canyon, we did 
miss out on our campfire and closing ceremony. The 
Camporee Committee appreciates your understanding with 
the decision to evacuate. 

 

AWARDS 
Congratulations to all of the competing patrols! Unit scores have been emailed to the reservation contact. The 
maximum possible score was 1,060 points and the scores ranged from 716 to 964. Note that all units received 100 
points for the Cooking event since we were unable to score that event due to the early departure. 

 

Patrol awards are as follows with Patrols listed in alphabetical order based on award:


PATCHES AND RIBBONS 
With respect to obtaining patches and award ribbons, please attend the Roundtable on May 13 at the Duarte Elks 
Lodge. It would be great to have a representative from each unit to receive your patches and your ribbon. If you are 
unable to attend, please reach out to Brian McLaughlin and provide your mailing address so that we can get your 
patches and ribbons to you.

 

SURVEY 
To assist in planning the next camporee, please take 5-10 minutes to fill out our survey. Please send this to your youth 
as well via your preferred means of unit communication. We would love to hear feedback from both the adults and 
youth that were in attendance. The more feedback we received, the better we can incorporate that feedback into future 
events. The survey can be found here and it will remain open until Sunday, May 24.

Presidential (>900 points) 
Ares - Troop 141

Beagle Scouts - Troop 333

Cobras - Troop 167

G.O.A.T.S. - Troop 333

Gummy Bears - Troop 333

Hephestus - Troop 141

Pikachu Pack - Troop 161

Poke-shrooms - Troop 185

Woopers - Troop 448 

First Award (800 - 899 points) 
Achilles - Troop 141

Archangels - Troop 181

Bear - Troop 126

Eos - Troop 141

Freedom Birds - Troop 408

GOAT - Troop 266

Green Rubber Chickens - Troop 185

Monkey - Troop 832

Panda - Troop 126

Phoenix - Troop 373

Termigator - Troop 104

Timberwolves - Troop 266

Trojan Duckies - Troop 104

Zesty Chinchillas - Troop 188

Zeus - Troop 141

Second Award (700-799 points) 
Apes - Troop 832

Apollo - Troop 141

Flaming Cougar Socks - Troop 408

Sneaky Golem - Troop 104

mailto:brian@mclaughland.com
https://forms.gle/XUC68qArfVAkjPf37
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Thank you, Doug Mann 
By Susan Kimball 

I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to Doug Mann, who has served as our District Chair 
for the past five years. He began his journey with the District during a time of many 
challenges for both the country and the Scouting program. Doug recognized that a recovery 
plan was essential to tackle these challenges head-on. He made the District a top priority, 
ensuring we were well represented and that our voices were heard at the Council Board 
meetings. Doug is a soft-spoken person, but his voice resonated when our District needed it most. 


One of the qualities I appreciate most about Doug is his sense of humor—something unexpected from a judge. He 
always managed to share a clever one-liner, accompanied by a small grin. 


Doug is not going far; he has been chosen to join the Council as the Council Advancement Chair. Who better to 
advocate for our Scouts than someone who prioritizes fairness? He will be a valuable asset to the Council, the 
Districts, the Units, and the Scouts themselves. Please take a moment to thank Doug if you see him. Our District is 
better for having had him as part of it.

SGVD Committee 
Please see the list before the San Gabriel Valley District Committee members. Open positions are also listed. Please 
reach out to Susan Kimball if you are interested in one of our open positions.

First Name Last Name Position Email
Susan Kimball District Chair ucskimball@gmail.com
Kelvin Wong District Commissioner kelvinwong0232@gmail.com
Estela Chicas District Director Estela.Chicas@scouting.org
John Campbell District Advancement Committee Chair johnonscouting@gmail.com
Vacant District Finance Committee Chair
Erick Bonilla District Membership Committee Chair erick.francisco.bonilla@gmail.com
Jesse Hirezi District Training Committee Chair ckchirezi1@verizon.net
Vacant Camporee Chair
Stephen Salyards Eagle Chair steve@sgveagles.org
Wendy Cadima Merit Badge Counselor Dean sgvmeritbadgedean@gmail.com
Maureen McLaughlin Newsletter Editor maureen@mclaughland.com
Harry Hoffman District Activities Chair kb7uln@verizon.net
J Clark Mason Popcorn Kernal jclarkmason@hotmail.com
Cheryl Becker Religious Committee Chair c6ecker@gmail.com
Steve Chow Huunut Chapter, Tuku'ut Lodge nazoomzoom@gmail.com
John Nelson Silver Beaver Nominating Committee nelsonjw64@gmail.com
David Granillo Asst. District Commissioner davidgranillo@aol.com
Charles Stanzione Asst. District Commissioner Cstanzione@bassettusd.org
David Granillo Roundtable Commissioner davidgranillo@aol.com
John Orolfo Unit Commissioner jorolfo@yahoo.com
Lourdes Arellano Unit Commissioner lourdes6974@yahoo.com
Martin Barrett Unit Commissioner msjbarrett5099@gmail.com
Erick Bonilla Unit Commissioner erick.francisco.bonilla@gmail.com
John Campbell Unit Commissioner johnonscouting@gmail.com
Scott Carrano Unit Commissioner scottcarrano@gmail.com
Jesse Hirezi Unit Commissioner ckchirezi1@verizon.net
Keith Hurt Unit Commissioner Keith.Hurt@verizon.net
John Orolfo Unit Commissioner jorolfo@yahoo.com
Jane Rottenbacher Unit Commissioner iamjane2000@yahoo.com
Kristopher Wong Unit Commissioner kristopherwong02@gmail.com
David Granillo Unit Commissioner davidgranillo@aol.com

mailto:ucskimball@gmail.com
mailto:c6ecker@gmail.com
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Azusa Troop 188 Rides with Eagles at 2026 Kentucky Derby 
By Karen Baumgartner 
 

The spirit of community, tradition, and generosity was on full display at the 2026 Azusa Kentucky Derby Day event, 
where Azusa Troop 188 proudly joined forces with the Fraternal Order of Eagles to support City of Hope. Together, the 
Eagles raised an impressive $4,000 to benefit cancer research and patient care - making a meaningful impact close to 
home.


The festivities kicked off in unforgettable fashion as Zeke, serving as bugler, opened the event with energy and flair. His 
call to the post set the tone for the day as his four horses “galloped” into the hall, delighting attendees and launching 
Derby Day with enthusiasm and excitement.


This annual celebration, which began in the late 2000s through the vision and dedication of Larry and Diane Wood, has 
grown into a cherished local tradition. Each year, it brings together families, community members, and organizations in 
a shared effort to support a cause that touches so many lives.


For Troop 188, participating in this event is more than just a day of fun - it’s an opportunity to serve, give back, and 
stand alongside others in support of those affected by cancer. Their involvement reflects the values of leadership, 
service, and community spirit that define both Scouting and the Eagles. They also served as jockeys for the stuffed 
horses owned by donors who have been affected by cancer in Northern California and were unable to travel. 


As the horses raced and laughter filled the hall, one thing was clear: Derby Day in Azusa is about more than tradition - 
it’s about coming together to make a difference.
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S.A.F.E. 
By Melissa Brown 

With the upcoming summer camp and summer outing season, now is 
the time to make safety a priority.


To remain in compliance with Scouting America policies, all adult leaders are expected to complete the following 
training modules every two years: Youth Protection Training, Hazardous Weather Training, Safe Swim Defense, and 
Safety Afloat. These trainings provide essential guidance for managing risk, supervising activities, and responding 
appropriately in a variety of situations we may encounter in Scouting. Scouting America’s training guidance also 
reflects that Youth Protection training is required for adults and must be kept current, and that Safe Swim Defense is 
valid for two years.


Please also review the SAFE acronym, which serves as a foundation for all Scouting activities:


Supervision: Qualified and responsible adult leadership is always present.

Assessment: Risks are evaluated in advance, and plans are adjusted accordingly.

Fitness and Skill: Participants are properly prepared, trained, and capable.

Equipment and Environment: Proper equipment is used, and environmental conditions are considered.


If you have already completed these trainings, please verify that they are current. If not, log into your my.Scouting 
account and complete them as soon as possible. Thank you for your continued commitment to providing a safe and 
positive Scouting experience.

Summer is Coming 
Outdoor activities are integral to meeting Scouts and their family’s needs while also 
providing many of the most appealing features of the Scouting program. If you 
haven’t signed up for summer camp yet this is your sign to do so.


Greater LA Scouting has many camp opportunities. Please check out our local 
camps and find the right date and location for your Packs and Troops today.

Safety Moment - Be Prepared for High Adventure 
High-adventure trips are intended to deliver wilderness and learning adventures that last a lifetime. 
Being both medically and physically prepared for these trips will help ensure they are as safe and 
enjoyable as they are memorable. While this is true for all Scouts, it is especially critical for adult 
leaders to be prepared! 
  
Click here to learn more.

https://greaterlascouting.org/camps/
https://greaterlascouting.org/camps/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/be-prepared-for-high-adventure/
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Finance Chair Transition 
By Drake Bjelke 

After a brief tenure serving as the District Finance Chair for the San Gabriel Valley District, I am writing to share that I 
will be stepping down from this role effective May 31st, 2026.


It has been an honor to work alongside the dedicated volunteers of our packs/troops/crews and my fellow Committee 
Members of the San Gabriel Valley. Together, we’ve hit our fundraising goals last year and began the process that our 
local units have the financial foundation they need to thrive. While my professional commitments are taking me in a 
new direction, I remain a firm believer in the impact of Scouting America.


I want to extend my deepest thanks to the District Committee and the families of the San Gabriel Valley for their 
partnership and support. I look forward to seeing the continued growth of our district in the years to come. I also 
encourage those who would like to make a bigger impact on their own scouting journey to reach out to either Susan or  
Estela if you are interested in the position.

Upcoming Training 
05/16	 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM	HAT Wilderness Woman Training, Cushman Watt Scout Center

05/16 - 05/17	 Overnight	 BALOO Training, Trask Scout Reservation

05/22 - 05/24	 Overnight	 HAT Rock Climbing, Rope Use, and Rescue Training, Indian Cove Campground

06/13 - 06/14	 Overnight	 Adult IOLS, Trask Scout Reservation

08/09	 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM	 Introduction to Leadership Skills for Troops (ILST), Trask Scout Reservation

08/15	 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM	 Rangemaster Training, Trask Scout Reservation

09/19	 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM	 HAT Desert Camping and Travel Training, Cushman Watt Scout Center


For more information on the trainings above and additional upcoming training check the Scouting Training Calendar.

Guide to Useful Scouting Websites  
By John Campbell 

Official information on Scouting

Renew your Safeguarding Youth by utilizing the refresher course

Official online portal and account management system for Scouting

Official Scout Shop online

Official news and information blog and resource hub for Scouting

ScoutBook (Legacy)

ScoutBook Plus

Official blog of Scouting Magazine

Official resource hub that provides program features, meeting plans, and activity ideas for Scoutmasters


http://scouting.org/
https://onscouting.org/2026/04/15/safeguarding-youth-training-refresher-course-available-heres-why-its-so-crucial/
http://my.scouting.org/
http://scoutshop.org/
http://scoutingwire.org/
http://scoutbook.scouting.org/
https://advancements.scouting.org/login?redirectTo=https://advancements.scouting.org/
http://onscouting.org/
http://troopleader.scouting.org/
https://scoutingevent.com/033-HATMay16
https://scoutingevent.com/033-baloo26
https://scoutingevent.com/033-HATApril13
https://scoutingevent.com/033-iolstrask
https://scoutingevent.com/033-ilst
https://scoutingevent.com/033-107515
https://scoutingevent.com/033-HATSept19
https://greaterlascouting.org/training/
mailto:ucskimball@gmail.com
mailto:Estela.Chicas@scouting.org
http://www.apple.com
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Council News 
By Estela Chicas 
 

GEOFENCING OPPORTUNITY 
Council is promoting Geofencing to help units increase attendance with recruitment events. If 
you want to promote events to be more successful submit a request 3-4 weeks ahead of 
event by filling out the form this form.


SUSPEND REPORTS AND SAFEGUARDING YOUTH TRAINING (SYT) 
Suspended report 

The Suspended report now returns all results within the date range set when running the report.

 

Safeguarding Youth Training (SYT) 

There is no way to prevent someone from taking the SYT Refresher course if they have not taken the full SYT 
course. There are links in place that have logic built in to take individuals to the right course. However, once they 
are in, there is no way to restrict them from going and taking other training courses. Ie: taking the Refresher instead 
of the full course. If they take the Refresher course first, it will not be counted, and they will still have to complete 
the full course.


The refresher course does indicate that they have to take the full 90-minute course first. It does this by telling them that 
if they fail the refresher, they must retake the full 90-minute course.

 


The following announcement is found on the MYST homepage:

The new 20-minute Safeguarding Youth (SYT) Refresher course is Live.  
If you have not taken the full 90 Minute course, you must take that first before you can take the refresher to 
get full SYT credit. 
If your SYT is expired for 7 days or more, you must take the full 90-minute course again.  
If you fail the course quiz on the refresher course with less than an 80% on your first attempt, you will be 
directed back to the full 90-minute course. 
If you took the previous YPT course, you must take the full 90-minute SYT course. Taking the Refresher will 
not give you credit.  
The course is available in the Volunteer Learn Center in English and Spanish. 
•    Safeguarding Youth Refresher  
•    Curso de actualización SYT 

Start Thinking About Popcorn! 
By Clark Mason 

As the school year comes to and end and unit planning commences for the next program 
year, I encourage units to start thinking about how you can incorporate the council popcorn 
fundraiser into your plans. The council is working with Trail’s End again this year and dates 
for the fundraiser will soon be released, unveiling the opportunity for units to utilize popcorn 
to help fund their program. I recommend units starting planning now how they want to best 
integrate fundraising into their plans. If you want help with how to strategize including  
popcorn, feel free to reach out to me. This is also a good time to recruit a Popcorn Kernel 
for your unit.


If you have any questions about the Popcorn Program, please feel free to reach out to me.

mailto:jcalrkmason@hotmail.com
https://greaterlascouting.org/geofence-request-form/
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Scoutbook Plus instructions for Merit Badge Counselors 
By John Campbell 

Scoutbook Plus allows merit badge counselors to connect with Scouts, track 
progress, and approve requirements online.  Counselors can log in at 
advancements.scouting.org, use the "MBC Dashboard" to select a Scout, and mark 
individual or multiple requirements complete via "Quick Entry," including the ability 
to print digital blue cards.


FOR MERIT BADGE COUNSELORS (MBC) 
Access the System: Log into Scoutbook Plus at 
advancements.scouting.org using your my.scouting.org credentials.

Connect to a Scout:


Go to your MBC Dashboard and select "Youths", which is the default.

If the Scout is not listed, go to "Add Youth".  You will need the Scout’s Last Name 
and Member ID to add them.


Recording Requirements:

Click on the specific merit badge alongside the Scout’s name.

Click on individual requirements to enter completion dates.

Use Quick Entry to mark multiple requirements as complete at once.


Approving the Badge: Once all requirements are met, mark the entire badge as approved 
on the main merit badge page.

Blue Cards: Click "Print Blue Card" in the top right corner to generate a PDF for your 
records or to send to the unit. 


FOR UNIT LEADERS (TROOP ADMINS) 
Assigning a Counselor:


Navigate to the Scout's page and click on Merit Badges.

Select the badge, then click Invite Merit Badge Counselor.

Type in the counselor's name and select them from the registered list to send an invitation. 


KEY TIPS FOR SCOUTBOOK PLUS 
Preferred Browsers: Chrome or Firefox are recommended for optimal functionality, especially when using 
the Feature Assistant extension.

Checking Status: Counselors can click "To Approve" on the MBC Dashboard to quickly approve pending 
requirements.

Partial Badges: The system tracks partials as "Started" or "Pending." You can see which requirements 
(e.g., 4e) are finished within the platform.

Mobile Usage: While available on mobile, the interface can be difficult; it is recommended to use the 
desktop version for in-depth updates.


Click here for a video on using Scoutbook Plus as a Merit Badge Counselor.

http://advancements.scouting.org
https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/scoutbook-plus-merit-badge-counselor-guide/
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Upcoming Events 
	 

	 05/17	 Stand Up Paddleboarding Award, Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area

	 05/18	 Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge, Cushman Watt Scout Center

	 05/27	 Life to Eagle Orientation, St. Dorothy’s Church (details on page 1)

	 05/29 - 05/31	 OA - Kihaawk, Hubert Eaton Scout Reservation

	 05/30	 Scouts Range Merit Badge, Trask Scout Reservation

	 06/08 - 06/13	 Trail to Eagle 2026 Week 1, Trask Scout Reservation

	 06/15 - 06/18	 Trail to Eagle 2026 Week 2, Trask Scout Reservation

	 06/22 - 06/25	 Trail to Eagle 2026 Week 3, Trask Scout Reservation

	 06/29 - 07/02	 Trail to Eagle 2026 Week 4, Trask Scout Reservation	 

	 07/19-31	 2026 National Scout Jamboree, Summit Bechtel Reserve


For more information on the events above and additional upcoming events check the SGV District Calendar.

https://scoutingevent.com/033-paddleboard
https://scoutingevent.com/033-113581
https://scoutingevent.com/033-105511
https://scoutingevent.com/033-rangemeritbadges
https://scoutingevent.com/033-tte1
https://scoutingevent.com/033-tte2
https://scoutingevent.com/033-tte3
https://scoutingevent.com/033-tte4
https://scoutingevent.com/033-Jamboree
https://greaterlascouting.org/san-gabriel-valley-district-calendar/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-M5SnQQ4A2cNt3Ima1metvIVIv2Q5Kwy/view?usp=drive_link
https://scoutingevent.com/033-lifeguard
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San Gabriel Valley District (SGVD) Resources 
Website | Events Calendar | Volunteer Contacts | District Contacts | Newsletter Submissions


Scouter Editor in Chief: Maureen McLaughlin 
Please consider making a one-time, monthly, or quarterly donation to Greater LA Scouting.

Scouter Newsletter Archives 
Missing an issue of your favorite newsletter? Check out our archives here to see back issues.

Upcoming Events 
Click the images below for more details.
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https://greaterlascouting.org/san-gabriel-valley-district/
https://greaterlascouting.org/san-gabriel-valley-district-calendar/
https://greaterlascouting.org/san-gabriel-valley-district-contact/
https://greaterlascouting.org/san-gabriel-valley-district-contact/
mailto:sgvdistrict@greaterlascouting.org?subject=Scouter%20Newsletter
mailto:maureen@mclaughland.com?subject=SGVD%20Newsletter
https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/033/appeal/5479
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1144xNJ7OXCv3DxzkIk0jbi3dnWd2FOFp/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/@LABoyScouts
https://www.youtube.com/@LABoyScouts
https://www.youtube.com/@LABoyScouts
https://www.youtube.com/@LABoyScouts
https://www.youtube.com/@LABoyScouts
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https://scoutingevent.com/033-Jamboree
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