
HAT HiLites 
Greater Los Angeles Area Council January 2026 Scouting America 

 

! Happy New Year! Your California fire permit just expired. Get a new one at https://permit.preventwildfiresca.org/. 
! The Port of Los Angeles has not renewed the Council’s lease of  the Cabrillo Beach Youth Center. It is now closed. 
! Adult Leader Backpack Training will be held on February 27th to March 1st. This training provides an overview of 

high adventure basics: leadership; planning and preparation; equipment and clothing; menus and cooking; 
mountain navigation and travel; conservation; risk and safety; and program awards. There will also be an overnight 
outing in the local mountains. See the attached flyer for details. The class size is limited so register early to ensure 
a spot. We cannot guarantee a spot for walk-ins. The location is TBD. It will not be at Cabrillo Beach Youth Center. 
Register online at http://glaac-hat.org/register/ or call 213-413-4400 and ask for Hannibol Sullivan. 

! Have you heard about LA’s newest Scouting Aquatics program? Scouts will have a chance to gain experience in 
many forms of paddlecraft and swim strokes earning merit badges and awards, including the prestigious National 
Outdoors award! Most events will be meeting on the fourth Sunday of each month, either at Camp Trask or Santa 
Fe dam. The first event is January 25th and will cover the first part of the Canoeing merit badge. See the attached 
flyer. Check out GLAAC’s calendar to sign up! 

! The GLAAC-HAT is hosting a 2-day Wilderness and Remote First Aid certification on March 21&22. To sign up, 
register online at https://glaac-hat.org/register/ or call 213-413-4400 and ask for Hannibol Sullivan. 

HAT Website: <https://glaac-hat.org>    Awards store: <https://glaac-hat.org/store> 

 
3-Month Calendar 
Jan 10 Cross Country Skiing Field Experience 
Jan 17 Snow and Ice Travel Field Experience 
Jan 24 Snow Shoeing Field Experience 
Feb 3 HAT Meeting * 
Feb 7&8 Winter Camping and Travel Field Experience 
Feb 21 Canoe Training See attached flyer 
Feb 27-Mar 1 Adult Leaders Backpack Training Seminar See attached flyer 
TBD Adult Leaders Backpack Training Field Experience 
Mar 3 HAT Meeting * 
Mar 8 Scout Leaders Backpack Training Seminar See attached flyer 
TBD Scout Leaders Backpack Training Field Experience 
Mar 20&21 B.S.A. Level II Climbing Instructor Course 
Mar 22 B.S.A. Level II Climbing Instructor Course 
Mar 21&22 Wilderness and Remote First Aid See attached flyer 
* HAT meetings are open to all registered adults. We meet the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Cushman Watt Scout Center, 

2333 Scout Way, Los Angeles. We will be meeting virtually too. Contact Steve Dodson for details. 
** Weekend field experience to be scheduled at the seminar. 

 
HAT Contacts 
Chair Steve Dodson 818-967-1323 sedodson1@roadrunner.com 
Training Michael Schlaifer 213-247-8808 training@glaac-hat.org 
Awards Store Craig Triance 714-474-1652 craigtriance@gmail.com 
Trail Boss David Ledford 310-373-2111 gdledford@verizon.net 
The Trail Head Editor Craig Triance 714-474-1652 trailhead@glaac-hat.org 
HAT HiLites Editor Tom Thorpe  hilites@glaac-hat.org 

 
Forest Service Contacts 
Conservation Projects David Ledford 310-373-2111 gdledford@verizon.net 
LA Gateway Ranger District Little Tujunga Station 818-899-1900 

 
HAT HiLites is published monthly by the GLAAC High Adventure Team to inform Scout Leaders of specific program, service, and other High Adventure 
activities and opportunities available in the coming months. For additional information please call or email the appropriate HAT contact.
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